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FOURTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

May 3 2020 

WITH LOVE 
I hope all of you are doing okay—I miss you. I pray for you at daily 
Mass and always. Please keep me in your prayers. 

Covidian Reflections from a parishioner 
We can’t help but feel the creeping intrusion. It seems as though we 
have been reduced to a herd of creatures, scurrying about, trying to 
avoid a faceless enemy that strikes repeatedly and unexpectedly, as in 
some kind of worsening nightmare. This enemy does not play favorites 
as it moves relentlessly from one target to another, leaving victim upon 
hapless victim. Do I stay or do I go? Do I move or keep still? Whether 
hither or yon, what is the difference? When will my number be up? Who 
knows when and how this new reality will end? 
How can this be happening? It is biblical in its scope but these are 
definitely not Biblical times. Everything is accelerated, dispersed and 
magnified by technology, sometimes for our good and sometimes not. 
Technology will be the determining factor. We will advance or regress 
during the Covidian Crisis as subjects of and partners with technology.  
Our fate is in our own hands. We can make it or break it. We can use or 
abuse the technology we have long acquired. But we must be guided by 
prudence and virtue. Things will then take care of themselves. I don’t 
know how many of us believe in a Deity. I do believe that a fervent 
Hope, spurred on by an insistent force beyond our ken which inspires 
us, can only help things to take care of themselves. 
Really! Can things take care of themselves? No, not really! Not by 
themselves. But with our help they can. Our help is what’s needed 
because we can make things take care of themselves. And as they do, 
they set themselves aright, as we take charge of what is right. Right is 
by definition not wrong. 
Returning to our Covidian Crisis, what is wrong now is our world in the 
clutches of the malevolent virus. How now can we set our situation 
aright and begin to let things take care of themselves again? I mentioned 
Hope previously. I also mentioned a Deity. There is an old saying, 
“Hope springs eternal!” More properly, the full quote reads: 
“Hope springs eternal in the human breast; Man never is, but always to 
be blest.” — Alexander Pope 
And then again: “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose 
infinite Hope.” — M. L. King Jr. 
Never were spoken truer words, at; least not in my lifetime and certainly 
not now. Hope will prove to be our game-changer, the perfect antibody, 
the perfect antidote to the now ubiquitous intruder, known as Covid-19. 
This Covidian incubus will sooner or later return to its evil “lair” but, if 
and when it again shows its demonic face, we will be, Oh! So ready for 
the challenge. 
    Robert G. Porto M.D. 
    April 12, (Easter) 2020 

PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives 
are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those 
who must choose between preserving their health or making the rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their 
schools close remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe 
place to go.  
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 
economic market remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who 
have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each 
other, let us yet find ways to be a loving embrace of God to our 
neighbors.  
Amen 
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REFLECTION 
The sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. 
 
We live in an era of “fake news” and accusations of “fake news.” 
How do we discern when the news is real and when it’s not? How 
do we recognize the true voice so we can follow it like the sheep 
in Sunday’s Gospel? It really shouldn’t be that hard. For three 
years, Jesus provided us with numerous answers: Love God first 
and foremost with your whole being. Love your neighbor as 
yourself. Love your enemies. Do good to those who persecute 
you. Forgive not seven times but seventy times seven. Put away 
the sword. St. Paul adds “be patient when you suffer for doing 
good.” He reminds us that when Jesus “was insulted, he returned 
no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten.” When we are 
trying to determine if the voice we are hearing belongs to our 
shepherd, Jesus, just compare it to these messages. Then follow. 

REFLEXIÓN 

Las ovejas lo siguen, porque reconocen su voz. 
 
Vivimos en una era de "noticias falsas" y acusaciones de 
"noticias falsas". ¿Cómo discernimos cuándo la noticia es real y 
cuándo no? ¿Cómo reconocemos la verdadera voz para poder 
seguirla como las ovejas en el Evangelio del domingo? 
Realmente no debería ser tan difícil. Durante tres años, Jesús nos 
dio numerosas respuestas: ama a Dios ante todo con todo tu ser. 
Amarás a tu prójimo como a ti mismo. Ama a tus enemigos. Haz 
el bien a los que te persiguen. Perdona no siete veces sino setenta 
veces siete. Guarda la espada. San Pablo agrega "sé paciente 
cuando sufras por hacer el bien". Nos recuerda que cuando Jesús 
"fue insultado, no devolvió ningún insulto; cuando sufrió, no 
amenazó ". Cuando estamos tratando de determinar si la voz que 
estamos escuchando pertenece a nuestro pastor, Jesús, 
simplemente compárela con estos mensajes. Entonces sigue.. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
Fifth Sunday of Easter:  Acts of the Apostles  6:1-7;  Psalm 
33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  1 Peter 2:4-9;  and  John 14:1-12. 

LECTURAS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA  

Quinto Domingo de Pascua: Hechos de los Apóstoles  
6:1-7; Salmo 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  1 Pedro 2:4-9;  y  Juan 14:1-12. 

Pax Christi Metro New York! 

Dear Parishioners, 
I want to thank all of our parishioners who have continued their 
support during this trying time.  Your assistance is keeping us 
alive and it is deeply appreciated. 
If you wish to donate to Saint Andrew's, there are many ways in 
which you can do this: 

 Drop off your donation into the Parish House mail slot, or 

 Mail your donation to St. Andrew the Apostle Church, 
6713 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11220, or 

 Visit our website www.standrewbrooklyn.com -- Click on 
Donate--Give Central Button.  Choose to donate either by 
credit card or directly from your bank account. 

No matter how you choose to make your donation it will be 
greatly appreciated. Have a blessed Easter Season.  Keep safe. 
                                              Fr. Greg 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 2020 
Christ is risen; He is truly risen! 

This Lent has presented us much to reflect on and many 
challenges to overcome. I hope you are well and have been able 
to stay connected to the celebrations of Holy Week through your 
television, computer or mobile phone, as the Church celebrated 
the Passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus. 
As we work to minister to the faithful in new ways in response to 
this crisis, your financial support of your parish and the Annual 
Catholic Appeal is so important. If you are in a position to do so, 
please explore ways to support your parish, especially through  
e-giving. 
We ask that you also consider a gift to the 2020 Annual Catholic 
Appeal, which joins you in faith with others in the Church to do 
good works which continue even in our current circumstances: 
feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, and imprisoned, giving 
shelter to the homeless, welcoming the stranger, caring for the 
elderly, Baptizing, sharing our faith, educating the young, 
forming deacons and priests and connecting our young people to 
the Church. 
If you have already made your gift to this year’s Appeal and have 
helped your parish toward its parish goal of $38,238, thank you! 
If you are still thinking and praying about how you will 
participate this year, it may be easier to participate online at 
annualcatholicappeal.org or on your mobile phone by texting the 
word ACA to 917-336-1255. Several gift plans are suggested; 
however, you alone with God’s help know what amount is right 
for you and your financial circumstances at this time. No matter 
the amount, I ask you to provide your support the best way you 
can. 
                                                            Fr. Greg 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things and I desire to  

receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen 

ORACIÓN DE COMUNIÓN ESPIRITUAL 
Creo, Jesus mio, que estas real y verdaderamente en le cielo y 

en el Santismo Sacramento del Altar. 
Os amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 

Vivamente recibirte dentro de mi alma, pero no pudiendo hacerlo 
ahora sacramentalmente venid al menos  

espiritualmente a mi Corazon. 
Y como si ya os hubiese recebido, os abrazo y me uno del todo a 

Ti. Senor, no permitas que jamas me aparte de Ti. 
Amen 

Estimados feligreses, 
Quiero agradecer a todos los feligreses que han continuado su 
apoyo durante este tiempo difícil.  Su asistencia nos mantiene 
vivos y es muy apreciada. 
Si desea hacer una donación a San Andrés, puede hacerlo de 
muchas maneras: 
Deje su donación en la ranura de correo de la Casa Parroqui-
al , o 
Envíe su donación por correo a la Iglesia de San Andrés 
Apóstol, 6713 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11220, o 
Visite nuestro sitio web www.standrewbrooklyn.com - Haga 
clic en Donar - Dar botón central.  Elija donar con tarjeta de 
crédito o directamente desde su cuenta bancaria. 
No importa cómo elija hacer su donación, será muy apreciada. 
Que tengan una bendita temporada de Pascua.  Mantente a salvo. 
                                             El p.  Greg 

http://www.standrewbrooklyn.com/
http://www.standrewbrooklyn.com/


Fourth Sunday of Easter 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  

 
FR.  GREG WILL SAY THESE MASSES 
PRIVATELY 
 
Saturday, May 2 

 Antoinette and Daniel Volpe 

  

Sunday, May 3 
 James Kearns 
 Elina Mazzei Siebel 
 Eleanor Fanelle 

  

Monday, May 4 
 Jack and Audrey Skirball 
  

Tuesday, May 5 

 Anthony Corcoran , Sarah, John and James 
  

Wednesday, May 6 
 William J, O’Brien 

 
 

Thursday, May 7 
  
  

Friday, May 8 

 James Kearns 

  

Saturday, May 9 

 Brian O’Toole 
William Genco 

  
 Sunday, May 10 

 Mary and Eugene Leyden 
 Josephine Ricetti 

 Norma Cortes 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Remember the sick of our parish in your prayers. 

 Scott Brown, Rosmarie Fostner,  
  Dorothy Marshall, Marion Mulligan, Eileen Califano 

 
Pray for all those who have gone before us 

marked with the sign of faith. 
 

Remember our service men and women  
serving around the world and the wounded. 

URGENT MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE OF 
BROOKLYN 

Given the continuing and growing concern about the spread of 
COVID-19, Bishop DiMarzio has determined that all public 
masses be cancelled in the Diocese until further notice. This 
includes weekday masses as well as Sunday.  
The faithful of the diocese are reminded that the bishop has 
already issued a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sunday. The Faithful are urged to watch the celebration of the 
Eucharist on TV. The celebrations are scheduled as follows: 

 Saturday at 6pm: Vigil pre-recorded from Immaculate 
Concepcion in Jamaica (English) 

 Sunday at 11am: Live from St James Cathedral in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (English) 

 Sunday at 1:30pm: Pre-recorded from Co-Cathedral of 
St Joseph in Prospect Heights (Spanish) 

 
NET-TV can be seen on Spectrum (Channel 97), Optimum 
(Channel 30) and FIOS (Channel 48). Viewers can also tune 
in online at www.netny.tv 
For those who have Mass intentions during this time period,  
Fr Greg will honor your Mass requests at a private Mass each 
day. Just know that your loved ones will be remembered at Mass 
that day.  
Confirmations scheduled will possibly be postponed. 
First Communion celebrations ARE postponed. 
All parish meetings ARE cancelled as well as parish events.  

THANK YOU 
I am grateful to all of our parishioners who have kept up their 
support during this time of closure. Your help is keeping us 
alive and it is deeply appreciated. 
I’m sorry to ask for more but I ask you first to maintain your 
pledges to the Generations of Faith Appeal so I can continue to 
repair the church properties. 
I also ask you to support the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal so 
we can meet our goal of $39,000. This supports many charitable 
goals of the diocese which our parish can’t make on it’s own. 
Pledge forms will be available in the Gathering Spaces.  
Please Help!! 
    Fr. Greg  

OFFERINGS 

ALTAR CANDLES 

In loving memory of 

William Harner 

From The Norris Family 

CONFIRMATION @ St. Andrew for 2020 
To Confirmation Candidates and their Families 

We hope that this note finds your family well.  In order to 

continue to promote well-being for our community, the 
confirmation ceremony for this year is postponed until Fall 2020.  
We ask the candidates to continue preparation remotely to be 

fully prepared for the sacrament.  Submit your essay!  Listen to 
the last seven sessions by Decision Point by Catholic Dynamic.  

Complete and submit crossword puzzle at the end of each 
session.  Contact Ann Smyth ( StAndrewRelEdu@gmail.com or 

917-583-5572) if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank 
you and God Bless You.   

CONFIRMACIÓN @ San Andrés para 2020 

           A los candidatos de confirmación y sus familias, 

Esperamos que su familia se encuentre bien al recibir esta 
nota.Para continuar promoviendo el bienestar de nuestra 
comunidad, la ceremonia de confirmación de este año se pospone 

hasta el otoño de 2020. Pedimos a los candidatos que continúen 
la preparación, a través de la app con los emails, para estar bien 

preparados para el sacramento. ¡Envía tu ensayo! Escuche las 
últimas siete sesiones de "Decision Point by Catholic Dynamic". 

Complete y envíe las respuestas de los crucigramas al final de 
cada sesión.  Póngase en contacto con Ann Smyth 

(StAndrewRelEdu@gmail.com o 917-583-5572) si tiene alguna 
pregunta o duda.  Gracias y que Dios le bendiga. 


